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Ripple vs. SEC Lawsuit is Over - Has Anything Changed?

Quick Take: The Ripple vs. SEC lawsuit has, for one, highlighted the need for clearer regulations
within the cryptocurrency space. Regardless of which side wins, the case is expected to prompt the
SEC to provide more comprehensive guidelines for the industry.
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The recent court ruling declaring that Ripple’s XRP token should not be considered a security when
sold to the public has sparked excitement within the crypto industry.

The verdict has brought some hope for clarity in the regulatory landscape surrounding
cryptocurrencies. However, despite this victory for Ripple and the crypto community, the fight for
clear crypto regulations is far from over.

[TRADE PLUGIN]XRPUSDT,XRPUSD[/TRADE PLUGIN]


https://www.btcc.com/en-US/register?utm_source=GW_SEO&utm_medium=apdf&utm_campaign=apdf_banner
https://www.btcc.com/en-US/academy/research-analysis/ripple-vs-sec-lawsuit-is-over-has-anything-changed
https://www.btcc.com/en-US/academy/research-analysis/ripple-vs-sec-lawsuit-is-over-has-anything-changed
https://www.btcc.com/en-US/register?utm_source=GW_SEO&inviteCode=%20&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=laura62762
https://www.btcc.com/en-US/promotions/newcomer?pno=AB230615A00151&utm_source=GW_SEO&inviteCode=%20&utm_medium=15000U&utm_campaign=A62762

Judge Torre Rules XRP Is Not a Security When Sold to the
General Public

Two weeks ago, Southern District of New York judge Analisa Torres ruled that the XRP token is not
a security when sold to the general public. However, she did mention that it can be treated as a
security for past XRP sales to institutional clients.

This verdict was seen as a win for both Ripple Labs and the crypto community, giving them some
leverage in the ongoing battle for regulatory clarity. But Ripple’s chief legal officer, Stu Alderoty,
has cautioned that the fight is not yet won.

The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has expressed disagreement with the court’s ruling.
In legal documents for a separate case against Terraform Labs, the SEC claimed that the ruling was
“wrongly decided” and that the court should not follow it. The agency also stated that it is
considering other options for further review.

However, Alderoty believes the judge made the correct decision based on the law. He said on a
recent episode of TechCrunch’s Chain Reaction podcast:

“We think the judge got that right, and we think that was a faithful application of the law, and I think
a court of appeals will not only affirm that but maybe even amplify that to even a greater extent.”

He expressed the hope that other judges will see the SEC’s position as misguided and will take
inspiration from the judge’s decision in the Ripple case. However, he emphasized that the focus
should be on creating the best regulatory framework to protect the integrity of the market.

Without a comprehensive regulatory framework, the United States risks losing its advantage in
blockchain innovation and falling behind other countries in the crypto industry. He added:

“Without that, I don’t think the crypto industry and the technology behind it, the brilliant
entrepreneurs that are driving it, will be able to really realize the full potential of this technology in
the U.S., and it’s going to continue to move offshore.”
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SEC’s Enforcement Regulation in the US Drives Away
Crypto Industry

After some prominent bankruptcies in the cryptocurrency industry, including the failures of FTX and
BlockFi, regulatory agencies in the United States began adopting a more hostile stance. Specifically,
the CFTC and SEC took aggressive measures against the crypto industry.

In March, the CFTC filed a lawsuit against Binance and its founder Changpeng “CZ” Zhao, alleging
that the exchange knowingly provided unregistered crypto derivative products in violation of the
law. Similarly, the SEC reached a settlement with Kraken to cease offering staking services to
clients in the country and pay $30 million in fines.

More recently, the SEC sued both Binance and Coinbase, two of the world’s largest cryptocurrency
exchanges, for selling unregistered securities and other alleged misconduct.

Meanwhile, crypto companies are not waiting for the resolution of these cases. Many major U.S.-
based crypto companies are considering relocating to more favorable countries.

Coinbase has already established a presence in Bermuda and may launch an international exchange.
Additionally, Bittrex, formerly based in Seattle, has ceased operations in the U.S., and Gemini,
another large U.S. exchange, is contemplating a move to the United Arab Emirates.

According to an April report by Electric Capital, the U.S.’s share of blockchain developers has been
declining over the past five years. This decline, dropping from 40% in 2017 to 29% in 2020, suggests
that the regulatory uncertainty in the U.S. might be driving crypto away.

What Will Be Affected by the Outcome of the Ripple vs. SEC
Lawsuit?

While the recent court ruling in favor of Ripple Labs has generated positive sentiment within the
crypto community, the fight for clear crypto regulations is ongoing. The SEC’s disagreement and
potential appeal show that there are still hurdles to overcome.

If the SEC’s appeal wins, it would strengthen the commission’s position and affirm its assertion that
XRP is a security. This outcome would likely lead to stricter regulations and potentially severe
consequences for other cryptocurrencies that share similarities with XRP.



On the other hand, if the SEC’s appeal fails and they lose the case against Ripple Labs, it would be a
significant blow to its authority and jurisdiction over the digital asset sector. Such a loss would
indicate that the SEC’s current regulatory framework may be insufficient or inappropriate for

the evolving crypto landscape.

Furthermore, if the SEC faces a defeat, the agency may have to recalibrate its approach to
regulating cryptocurrencies. It could push the commission to reconsider its classification of various
tokens and encourage it to revise the existing regulatory framework or extend a new one specifically
for cryptocurrencies.

This may involve engaging in dialogue with industry experts, lawmakers, and market participants to
develop a more inclusive and effective regulatory system.

Nevertheless, the Ripple vs. SEC lawsuit has, for one, highlighted the need for clearer regulations

within the crypto space. Whichever party prevails, it is expected that this case will prompt the SEC
to provide more comprehensive guidelines for the industry, whether it be through new precedents

from successful lawsuits or changes to the guidelines themselves.

“[The ruling] underscores the need for regulatory clarity and consistent standards across different
types of participants and transactions,” said David Shargel, partner at Bracewell LLP.

“The distinction will continue to fuel questions about the legalities and regulatory frameworks
surrounding cryptocurrency sales and distribution.”
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